Best Matches in ODI Women's World 
Cup History 


The ODI Women’s World Cup has been the stage for some of the most thrilling cricketing 
battles. Over the years, the tournament has gifted fans unforgettable moments filled with drama, 
heroics, and unmatched skill. These matches have defined the spirit of the Women’s World Cup 
and showcased the remarkable talent and determination of players from across the globe. In 
this blog, we delve into the best matches in ODI Women’s World Cup history, celebrating the 
games that left fans on the edge of their seats. 


Msyu's 


1. England vs. Australia — Final (1973) 


The inaugural Women’s World Cup final in 1973 was a historic moment for cricket. England 
faced Australia in a thrilling clash that set the tone for women’s cricket on the global stage. 


e Context: The first-ever Women’s World Cup was held in England, and the hosts faced 
their arch-rivals in the final. 

e Match Highlights: England batted first, scoring a modest 279/3 in 60 overs. In reply, 
Australia fought valiantly but fell short, ending at 274/6. 

e Result: England won by 5 runs, clinching the first Women’s World Cup title. 


This nail-biting encounter laid the foundation for one of cricket’s greatest rivalries and remains a 
cherished memory in the ODI Women’s World Cup history. 


2. India vs. New Zealand — Semi-Final (2005) 


The 2005 semi-final between India and New Zealand is remembered as one of the most intense 
battles in Women’s World Cup history. 


e Context: India, led by Mithali Raj, faced a strong New Zealand team for a place in the 
final. 

e Match Highlights: India batted first and posted a competitive 204/6. New Zealand 
started strong but succumbed to India’s disciplined bowling, getting all out for 164. Neetu 
David’s spell of 3/24 proved to be the game-changer. 

e Result: India won by 40 runs, advancing to their first-ever Women’s World Cup final. 


This match showcased India’s rise in women’s cricket and the brilliance of Mithali Raj as a 
leader. 


Also Read:- ICC Champions Trophy 2025 Schedule 


3. Australia vs. England — Final (1988) 


Another classic encounter between cricket's oldest rivals took place in the 1988 final. Australia 
and England delivered a contest for the ages. 


Context: Australia, the defending champions, faced England in a high-stakes final. 
Match Highlights: Batting first, Australia scored 178/7 in their 60 overs. England looked 
on course to chase the target but were undone by Lyn Fullston’s magical spell, taking 
4/29. England were bowled out for 127. 

e Result: Australia won by 51 runs, securing their third Women’s World Cup title. 


This game is celebrated for its intensity and the stellar performances from both sides. 


4. India vs. Australia — Semi-Final (2017) 


The 2017 semi-final between India and Australia is one of the most iconic matches in the history 
of the ODI Women’s World Cup. 


Context: India faced six-time champions Australia in a high-pressure knockout game. 
Match Highlights: Harmanpreet Kaur delivered one of the greatest knocks in World Cup 
history, smashing an unbeaten 171 off 115 balls. India posted a massive 281/4 ina 
rain-curtailed game. Australia’s chase ended at 245, thanks to some tight bowling by 
India. 

e Result: India won by 36 runs, advancing to the final. 


Harmanpreet’s heroic innings is etched in cricketing folklore, inspiring millions of fans worldwide. 


5. England vs. India — Final (2017) 
The 2017 final between England and India was a true spectacle, filled with drama and emotion. 


e Context: India, aiming for their maiden title, faced hosts England at Lord’s in front of a 
packed crowd. 

e Match Highlights: England set a target of 229, with Natalie Sciver and Sarah Taylor 
contributing crucial runs. India looked set to chase it down, thanks to Punam Raut’s 86, 
but Anya Shrubsole’s magical spell (6/46) turned the game around. India fell short by 9 
runs. 

e Result: England won their fourth Women’s World Cup title. 


This game is remembered for its intense finish and Shrubsole’s match-winning bowling 
performance. 


Why These Matches Are Special 


These matches are more than just numbers on a scorecard. They represent the evolution of 
women’s cricket, showcasing the grit, talent, and sportsmanship of players across generations. 
The ODI Women’s World Cup has been a platform for players to achieve greatness, and these 
games epitomize the spirit of the tournament. 


Honorable Mentions 


e New Zealand vs. South Africa — 2000 Semi-Final: A closely fought match that saw 
New Zealand edge past South Africa by 6 runs. 

e Australia vs. England — Final (1982): A thrilling final where Australia defended 151 to 
clinch their second title. 

e West Indies vs. Australia — Final (2013): West Indies stunned Australia with an 
incredible team performance to claim their first World Cup title. 


Conclusion 


The best matches in ODI Women’s World Cup history remind us why we love cricket. These 
games are filled with passion, unpredictability, and moments that transcend the sport. From 
nail-biting finishes to record-breaking performances, these matches have enriched the legacy of 
the Women’s World Cup. 
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